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THE TOP 5 COINS
FOR THE NEXT FIVE YEARS

On January 3, 2009, Satoshi Nakamoto not only created the world’s first cryptocurrency with the
launch of Bitcoin (BTC), but also laid the foundation for a new era in finance. Bitcoin was the radical
answer to the weaknesses of a centralized and fragile financial system — a system often marked by
inefficiency, a lack of transparency, and government control.

With its decentralized structure, unparalleled security, and transparency, Bitcoin stands as a symbol
of financial freedom and independence. It is not just a currency, but a movement — one with the
potential to fundamentally shift power dynamics in the global financial system. This quiet revolution
that began with Bitcoin continues to shape the world to this day.

Since then, Bitcoin has fundamentally changed the
way we understand money and wealth. It not only
laid the foundation for blockchain technology but
also gave rise to a dynamic industry built around
digital assets. Today, it is no longer just a topic for
tech-savvy visionaries — it is taken seriously by
companies, investors, and governments around the
world.

But Bitcoin is only the beginning. Over time, an entire
ecosystem of cryptocurrencies has emerged, each
offering different use cases and technological
advancements. Ethereum (ETH) created a platform
that, through smart contracts, enables innovations
such as decentralized finance (DeFi) and NFTSs.

Solana (SOL), Avalanche (AVAX), and Hedera
(HBAR) build on Ethereum’s framework while
pursuing more specialized approaches aimed at
transforming  sectors  such  as
infrastructure, and enterprise solutions.

gaming,

In this article, we analyze the five cryptocurrencies
that have the potential to play a leading role over
the next five years. From established giants to
innovative newcomers — these projects represent
the future of blockchain technology and offer
exciting opportunities for both investors and users.
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1. BITCOIN

THE DIGITAL GOLD

Bitcoin (BTC) is the first and best-known
cryptocurrency in the world. Using the Bitcoin
blockchain — a decentralized and transparent
transaction ledger — it created the first currency
system that enables peer-to-peer transactions,
meaning it operates entirely without intermediaries
(such as banks) and is not controlled by a central
bank. Instead, Bitcoin relies on so-called mining,
where computers solve complex mathematical
problems to validate transactions on the network
and receive BTC as a reward. These rewards are
halved every four years as part of the Bitcoin Halving
(currently: 3.125 BTC per block).

Since its introduction, Bitcoin has evolved from a
niche currency into a global asset. Large corporations
such as Tesla and MicroStrategy have added BTC to
their portfolios. In addition, with Fair Value
Accounting (FASB), a new accounting standard was
introduced in the U.S. in December, allowing
companies to value Bitcoin more precisely and
dynamically in their financial statements — an
important step for corporate BTC adoption.

With the approval of Bitcoin ETFs in January 2024,
BTC further strengthened its status as an established
asset class. In early October 2025, U.S. spot BTC ETFs
recorded one of their strongest inflow weeks since
launch, taking in more than USD 3.2 billion.

Among the institutions that have added Bitcoin ETFs
to their portfolios — alongside the world’s largest
asset managers — are also the first sovereign funds
and insurance companies.

Meanwhile, more and more countries are
discussing the creation of a “strategic Bitcoin
reserve.” The United States set the process in
motion. U.S. Senator Cynthia Lummis has
proposed building a Bitcoin reserve of up to 5% of
all BTC (around 1 million BTC) over the coming
years. Should Trump keep his campaign promise
and implement a strategic Bitcoin reserve, it would
further tighten supply. From a game-theoretical
perspective, this would also likely trigger a race
among other nations to add BTC to their reserves
as well.

With a fixed maximum supply of 21 million coins,
Bitcoin is exceptionally scarce, earning it the status
of a digital counterpart to gold. In fact, Bitcoin has
even better monetary properties than gold,
because gold production increases when demand
rises, whereas Bitcoin’s issuance remains constant.
Since Bitcoin’s circulating supply cannot be
expanded, it offers an excellent way to protect
wealth from erosion through inflation.

The limited supply, rising global adoption, and
integration into traditional financial systems make
BTC the safest long-term investment in the crypto
space — and it should always make up the majority
of any crypto portfolio.

Price Forecast Until End of Q2 2026:

Price Forecast Until End of 2030:

USD 150,000 to USD 200,000

USD 450,000 to USD 750,000
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2. ETHEREUM

THE PLATFORM FOR

DECENTRALIZED FINANCE

Ethereum (ETH) was launched in 2015 by a team of
developers led by Vitalik Buterin. By introducing a
virtual machine — the Ethereum Virtual Machine
(EVM) — the blockchain enabled programmable
smart contracts for the first time and quickly evolved
into the leading platform for DeFi (Decentralized
Finance) and NFTs (Non-Fungible Tokens). Today,
more than USD 50 billion in capital is locked in DeFi
protocols on Ethereum. Over 1,000 DeFi dApps are
built on the network, and the total number of user
addresses exceeds 270 million. Thanks to its first-
mover advantage, Ethereum has one of the largest
and most active developer communities in the world.

However, the project faces scalability challenges. To
address the often excessive transaction fees, the
team transitioned from the Proof-of-Work (PoW)
consensus mechanism to Proof-of-Stake in
September 2022 — a milestone known as “The
Merge.” This switch reduced the network’s energy
consumption by more than 99% and laid the
foundation for a more sustainable and scalable
future. The Merge is part of Ethereum’s long-term
Ethereum 2.0 roadmap, which aims to enable the
blockchain to process up to 100,000 transactions per
second (Tx/s) at low cost using sharding.

Technical upgrades such as Pectra (live since May 7,
2025) and Fusaka (mainnet activation planned for
December 2025) will further optimize Ethereum,
bringing improvements such as PeerDAS and
enhanced user experience (UX) features.

v

For a long time, the classification of ETH in the
United States was unclear, which created
uncertainty among institutional investors. With
the launch of Ethereum ETFs in the summer of
2024, the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) effectively classified ETH as a
commodity, clearing the way for institutional
investments. Since the Ethereum ETFs launched on
July 23, 2024, more than one billion U.S. dollars
have already flowed into ETH.

Regulatory clarity is also increasing corporate
adoption, as more companies are now using
Ethereum for business purposes. The world’s
largest asset manager, BlackRock, uses Ethereum
to tokenize funds — making Ethereum a leading
technology in the tokenization of assets.

The cryptocurrency ETH is used to process
transactions and execute smart contracts. ETH is
also required for securing the network through
Ethereum staking, allowing investors to earn
annual yields of 2—4%. Since the EIP-1559 upgrade
in 2021, a portion of transaction fees paid in ETH is
burned, creating a deflationary effect: as network
usage increases, demand for ETH rises, which could
cause the circulating supply to decrease over the
long term.

With one of the largest and most active developer
communities, a steadily expanding ecosystem, and
continuous technological improvements,
Ethereum remains a forward-looking technology.
ETH, alongside BTC, belongs in every diversified
crypto portfolio.

Price Forecast Until End of Q2 2026:

Price Forecast Until End of 2030:

USD 4,000 to USD 6,500

USD 12,000 to USD 20,000

—



3. SOLANA

[

THE HIGH-PERFORMANCE CHAIN
FOR DEPIN AND INFRASTRUCTURE

The high-performance blockchain Solana (SOL) was
developed in 2018 by Anatoly Yakovenko and former
Qualcomm colleagues and has been live on the
(beta) mainnet since 2020. Solana is characterized by
extremely high speeds of up to 65,000 transactions
per second (Tx/s) and exceptional cost efficiency.
This is made possible by an innovative consensus
mechanism called “Proof of History” (PoH), which
enables Solana to provide a scalable infrastructure
for many applications — particularly in the DeFi, NFT,
and gaming sectors — and to support the low-cost
creation of new tokens (especially memecoins).

With 3—6 million daily active addresses in the first
half of 2025 and recently around 60 million
transactions per day (after a peak of about 125
million in July 2025), Solana is among the most active
blockchains worldwide.

Solanais also ideally suited for decentralized physical
infrastructure networks (DePIN). DePIN applications
require a blockchain capable of processing massive
amounts of data and transactions. Thanks to its high
throughput, Solana is unmatched in this area.
Applications like decentralized mobile networks
(e.g., Helium) require fast and inexpensive
transactions. Solana provides the infrastructure to
operate such networks smoothly.

Thanks to its low transaction costs, DePIN projects
can start and grow cost-efficiently without incurring
high operational expenses. Solana has a dedicated
and rapidly growing community of developers who
continually build new applications and tools
specifically tailored to DePIN and infrastructure.

Compared to other blockchains, Solana is also
particularly energy-efficient, making it ideal for
sustainable infrastructure projects. In the past,
Solana experienced occasional network outages
during periods of heavy usage. To improve the
scalability and reliability of the Solana network,
Jump Crypto developed its own validator client
called “Firedancer,” which is currently in advanced
mainnet testing. In the future, Firedancer is
expected to provide significantly higher scalability
of up to one million transactions per second,
strengthen decentralization, and increase the
overall resilience of the blockchain.

The cryptocurrency SOL is likewise used to pay for
transactions on the network and to execute smart
contracts. SOL is also used for Solana staking,
which provides investors with an annual yield. A
portion of transaction fees is burned, gradually
reducing supply over time — a potential catalyst
for price appreciation.

Solana has established itself as one of the most
innovative and promising blockchains. With its
fast, scalable, and cost-efficient technology, Solana
is ideally positioned to become the standard
infrastructure for DePIN (Helium, Gradient, etc.).
Solana also attracted by far the most new
developers in 2024 (7,625 according to Electric
Capital).

SOL, alongside BTC and ETH, is essential for any
diversified crypto portfolio.

Price Forecast Until End of Q2 2026:

\ Price Forecast Until End of 2030:

USD 260 to USD 320

USD 750 to USD 1,000

—



4. AVALANCHE

THE LEADING GAMING CHAIN

The Avalanche (AVAX) blockchain was founded in
2018 by a talented team led by Prof. Emin Glin Sirer.
The project is run by Ava Labs, which has raised a
total of USD 290 million from renowned VCs such as
Polychain Capital and Dragonfly Capital. In 2024,
Avalanche secured an additional USD 250 million
through a venture funding round. For vyears,
Avalanche has been one of the largest and most
active Layer-1 blockchains, with over 50,000 daily
active users and around USD 1.8 billion in locked
capital (TVL) in the DeFi sector.

Avalanche stands out with its unique architecture of
subnets, which allow developers to create an
unlimited number of customized blockchains within
the network. With the ability to launch their own
Layer-1 chains on Avalanche, developers can build
highly specialized blockchains tailored exactly to the
needs of their games. This flexibility reduces network
congestion and optimizes performance. Moreover,
Avalanche enables developers to connect their
games to other blockchains, creating a broader
ecosystem.

Thanks to the innovative Avalanche consensus
mechanism, the platform can finalize transactions in
less than one second while maintaining extremely
low costs. Avalanche’s low fees make Web3 gaming
economically viable, as blockchain-based games
generate a high volume of transactions with many
small payments (e.g., through the trading of in-game
assets).

No surprise, then, that Avalanche is attracting
more and more game developers launching
innovative projects. Examples such as “Off The
Grid,” “Crabada,” or “Pulsar” demonstrate the
platform’s potential. There are now already more
than 104 subnets operating on Avalanche.

In December 2024, the team successfully
implemented its Avalanche 9000 upgrade (also
known as the Etna upgrade) on the mainnet. This
significantly improved the network’s scalability,
efficiency, and adaptability, and made the launch
of new applications and blockchains (Layer-1s)
considerably easier. As a result, Avalanche has
become even more attractive for developers.

The native token AVAX is also used for transaction
fees and securing the network. Through Avalanche
staking, investors can earn an annual yield of about
7% to 8%. Just like Ethereum and Solana, a portion
of Avalanche’s transaction fees is permanently
burned, reducing AVAX supply and potentially
increasing its price.

Avalanche has rapidly grown into an established
blockchain that is leading in many areas —
especially in Web3 gaming. With a strong
developer community, advanced technology, and
a dynamic ecosystem, Avalanche has the potential
to play an even greater role in the blockchain
sector in the years ahead. AVAX is therefore a
valuable addition to a diversified crypto portfolio.

Price Forecast Until End of Q2 2026:

\ Price Forecast Until End of 2030:

USD 40 to USD 80

USD 450 to USD 500

—



5. HEDERA

THE ENTERPRISE BLOCKCHAIN

Hedera Hashgraph (HBAR) was launched in 2018 by
leading computer scientist Dr. Leemon Baird and
Mance Harmon, and focuses primarily on companies
that want to use blockchain technology for business
purposes. Hedera is governed by the Hedera
Governing Council (HGC), a board consisting of 32
globally leading companies and organizations. These
include Boeing, IBM, Google, Dell, LG, and Deutsche
Telekom, with members rotating on a regular
schedule. This unique model provides stability,
transparency, and trust in the network, as decisions
regarding its development are made by reputable
global actors.

Technically, Hedera stands out with its proprietary
Hashgraph consensus, which uses a Directed Acyclic
Graph (DAG) instead of a traditional blockchain.
Transactions are not grouped into blocks but
processed individually and linked to one another,
resulting in higher efficiency and theoretically
unlimited scalability. As a result, Hedera offers
extremely low, fixed fees of just 0.01 cents per
transaction. Hedera is also the blockchain with the
lowest energy consumption — only 0.00017 kWh per
transaction. Sustainability is a crucial factor for many
companies.

These characteristics make Hedera particularly
attractive for businesses that need solutions for
applications such as digital identities, CO,
certificates, supply chain management, DeFi, or
tokenization of real-world assets (RWAs).

Hedera focuses particularly on the tokenization of
RWAs — a market that, according to the Boston
Consulting Group, could grow to as much as USD
16 trillion by 2030. Years ago, Hedera introduced
its Hedera Token Service (HTS), which enables fast,
secure, and cost-effective tokenization of RWAs.
Building on this, the team launched the Asset
Tokenization Studio in autumn 2024 — a solution
for tokenizing real assets such as bonds and
equities.

The cryptocurrency HBAR is used, as usual, to pay
transaction fees and to secure the network
through staking (yield approx. 2.5% per year). As
with other networks, a portion of transaction fees
on Hedera is burned, which has a deflationary
effect on the total supply and could support the
long-term price of HBAR.

Hedera is considered the most energy-efficient
blockchain on the market. With its innovative
technology, strong governance structure, and
broad applicability, Hedera positions itself as a top
choice for enterprises. The launch of the Asset
Tokenization Studio and new partnerships are
opening further opportunities for Hedera. Most
recently, EQTY Lab, Intel, and Nvidia introduced a
new solution for the Al industry — Verifiable
Compute — which is built on Hedera. HBAR is
therefore also an attractive addition to a
diversified crypto portfolio.

Price Forecast Until End of Q2 2026:

\ Price Forecast Until End of 2030:

USD 0.30 to USD 0.50

USD 1.00 to USD 1.50

—



CONCLUSION

The next five years are shaping up to be a decisive phase for the blockchain industry, with Bitcoin,
Ethereum, Solana, Avalanche, and Hedera at the forefront. These five projects combine proven
technologies with innovative approaches and aim to revolutionize a wide range of industries.

Bitcoin, as digital gold, remains the undisputed standard and anchor of the crypto market. Its
scarcity, growing institutional acceptance, and integration into national financial strategies
secure its position as a safe haven and store of value. The strategic Bitcoin reserves planned by
governments could push its price to new heights.

Ethereum is solidifying its role as the leading platform for decentralized finance (DeFi) and
NFTs. With the strongest developer community and a clear roadmap toward greater scalability
(through sharding and additional upgrades), Ethereum will remain a driver of innovation.
Institutional adoption — such as BlackRock’s fund tokenization — underscores Ethereum’s
importance as the heart of Web3.

Solana stands out with its impressive speed and low transaction costs, making it the ideal
infrastructure for applications such as gaming, NFTs, and DePIN. Its focus on physical
infrastructure networks and the upcoming Firedancer client could make Solana the top choice
for data-intensive applications.

Avalanche plays to its strengths with subnets designed specifically for gaming and custom
blockchains. The platform’s low transaction costs and flexibility provide ideal conditions for
developers. With the Avalanche9000 upgrade, Avalanche could gain even more market share in
the coming years.

Hedera focuses on enterprises and their specific blockchain needs. With its unique Hashgraph
consensus, low fees, and sustainable efficiency, Hedera offers ideal solutions for tokenizing real-
world assets, digital identities, and supply chain management. Support from top global
companies in the Governing Council provides Hedera with a strong foundation of trust.

Together, these five cryptocurrencies form a diversified portfolio of innovation, geared toward
both institutional investors and end users. Whether as a store of value, a platform for innovation,
or a specialized infrastructure, each of these projects plays a key role in the blockchain revolution.
Their success will depend not only on technological progress but also on global adoption and
regulatory developments.
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DISCLAIMER

All information provided is based on sources we consider reliable. The opinions expressed in the articles
reflect the views of the authors only. Despite careful preparation, we cannot guarantee the accuracy or
completeness of the information or the prices reported.

The content published by VF Capital Management does not constitute investment advice under securities
law. VF Capital Management assumes no responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or timeliness of the
information provided. All opinions and information are for informational purposes only and should not be
interpreted as an invitation to enter into any transaction.

All strategies and analyses presented are not recommendations for replication and are not intended as
investment guidance. Prior to any transaction, investors should carefully assess whether the investment is
suitable given their personal and financial circumstances.

We explicitly note that trading in stocks and cryptocurrencies carries inherent risks, including the possibility
of total loss of invested capital. The opinions, strategies, and information provided by VF Capital Management
should not be construed as personal or general investment advice.

Note: Target prices and stop levels mentioned are purely the author’s personal opinion and do not constitute
investment recommendations. VF Capital Management assumes no liability for any potential losses.
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